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                                       Chairman’s News 
As I write this month, I am wondering if the weather is going to settle down into warm Summer any time 

soon.  I hope by the time you read this, it has improved! 

I have spent this morning at WI House, tidying the garden, sweeping up moss fallen from the roof and 
weeding.  There is still more to do, but it was enjoyable being outside with friends and having a socially   
distanced coffee and home made sultana muffin.  Thanks Chris!  If anyone would like to join us do get in 

touch, any help would be gratefully appreciated. 

The past fifteen months have been difficult for so many reasons, and at recent Board meetings we have 
been considering the effect of the pandemic on the finances of this Federation and our WIs.  As the      
Government’s roadmap is hopefully allowing more meeting of friends, we have decided to re-visit the Fun 

with a Fiver Scheme some of you may remember back in 2008.  It was run as a Challenge Trophy competition and proved not 
only to be a great success in raising funds but also as a way of bringing people together to have some fun.  You will find more 

details about it on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Anne Rodwell (Great Doddington Evening WI)  anneandstever@hotmail.com 

  From Your Newsletter Editor     
I do hope you are still enjoying reading the Newsletters which Claire continues to produce every month.  You will see that your 
Secretary has received two application forms this month for a trip to Sudeley Castle and an Afternoon Tea at Barnwell.  Do 

give these events careful consideration and let her know if you would like to attend either or both of them. 

Margaret Foster (Warkton Village WI)   margaret.foster984@gmail.com 

                       From Your Secretary     

2022 WI Diaries £5.50 each 

A 2022 Diary Order form is with your WI Secretary, either order through her or contact me if you would 
like me to email you an order form. 
 

Please note that although WI House is closed and the staff are working from home, you can still email 
us on admin@ncfwi.org.uk or telephone and leave a message and someone will get back to you as 
soon as we can. 
 

Jackie Andrews (Yelvertoft WI)   admin@ncfwi.org.uk 

From Your Treasurer 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is an application form for two Financial Statements for those WIs that use the printed WI       

Account Book.  If you are using the online account book the downloaded Financial Statement should be used. 

WI accounts need to be examined at the end of the financial year (30th August 2021).  The accounts need to be presented at 
your WI Annual Meeting which should be your October Meeting, after this you will need to send one original Financial      

Statement to WI House duly signed by the President, Treasurer and Financial Examiner (IFE).  

You can request the services of one of our IFEs on the enclosed application form, this needs to be returned to WI House by 
19th July 2021.  The office will allocate IFEs to WIs.  We strongly recommend that you use one of our IFEs as they are trained 

specifically for the WI and understand the Constitution of the WI and the requirements of the Charity Commission. 

Also included in this Newsletter is the NCFWI budget for 2021/22 (see page 12). 

Cate Purcell (Broad Green WI)  68wollaston@gmail.com 

NCFWI is affiliated to the National Federation of WIs 

104 New Kings Road, London, SW6 4LY 

Tel: 020 7371 9300  Email: hq@nfwi.org.uk   Website: thewi.org.uk 

mailto:margaret.foster984@gmail.com
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
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COUNTY BOUNTY  -  APRIL 

£20 No 50  Pat Faulkner 

                      Wootton WI     Ind 

£10 No 25  Ruth Gardner 

              Cotswold Duston WI        Ind 
 

£10 No 74  Sylvia Pitts 

        Geddington & Newton WI   Group 

Resolutions Officer Wanted! 

How important are the resolutions we pass, to you?  Each year we work on a different subject and have, over the past, made 
such a difference, whether to the environment, think honey bees and pollinators, or to health issues, think here of mental 
health matters, or 5 minutes of time for the smear test.  
Well we need a member who can be our Resolutions Officer.  They would get great help and support both from the           
Federation and NFWI, to work with WIs who have an idea for a resolution and to bring those chosen nationally to our attention 
for discussion.   
If you are that member, please contact me, as this is an important part of the WI and you would be most welcome to find out 
more. 
 

Jean Bates (Helmdon WI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 

MEMORIAL BOOK 

WE ARE SAD TO NOTE THE PASSING OF THE 

FOLLOWING MEMBERS AND ACKNOWLEDGE 

WITH THANKS THE DONATIONS GIVEN TO THE 

MEMORIAL FUND IN THEIR MEMORY 

Irene Charnock              Overstone & Sywell WI 
Shirley Lovell                                   Irchester WI 

 

From Your Resolutions Officer  

We are still going through the process of considering the resolution for this year so it is strange to be thinking about what we 

might do in 2022. 

However, we do need to be thinking about what we might want to talk about as the process of democratically choosing that 

resolution, or resolutions, usually has to begin at National in early September.   

That means that any individual WIs who may wish to submit a resolution must really be thinking about it now.  No problem, 

women can think about more than one or two things at once. 

If you want to be successful in getting your resolution onto the shortlist there are a few ways of increasing that likelihood.  

We can help with the drafting and the process of submission to National and, indeed, the Northamptonshire Federation is  

required to countersign any proposal before it is submitted, so the sooner we become involved the better.   

I stress, our role is not to reject or approve a resolution, it is to assist and advise as best we can. 

If your WI is thinking of submitting a resolution then I suggest your first step is to check the guidelines available on My WI and/

or consult myself or any WI Advisor so that we can steer you through the process.   
 

Malvina Keech (Acting Resolutions Officer) (Cranford WI)      malvinak@btinternet.com 

Cakes for Cynthia Spencer and Cransley Hospices    
 

In June cakes will be donated to  
• Cynthia Spencer Hospice by Earls Barton WI, Long Buckby WI, Upton & Duston WI and Ringstead WI 
• Cransley Hospice by Ringstead WI and Thrapston WI 
 

The rota for Cransley Hospice is organised by Sue Johnson Hill, Ringstead WI.  Please ‘phone her on  07947 803225 or 
email  johnsonhilljs@gmail.com  if your WI is able to volunteer for this rota. 

mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com


4  

SCRABBLE COMPETITION  -  Wednesday 22 September 2021  WI House 7.00 p.m.   Members Only    £5.00  

The future grows more hopeful by the day!  It would be wonderful to get together for a competitive but friendly evening again.  
The evening will follow the usual format of two 1-hour sessions with a break for refreshments in between.  We shall be using 
Collins’ Scrabble Dictionary 2020 Edition.  Please bring a Scrabble set with you, and a torch might be useful if you have to 

park in the lane. 

Application details later when hope becomes certainty. 

 

Congratulations to the Lockdown Short Story Competition Winner - Christine Ansell, Wootton WI.    

Gill Watson, Quinton WI, was second and Sheila Wills, Bozeat WI, was third.   

Here is Christine’s story. 
 

I’m sitting in my garden.  Eyes closed.  I hear birds singing and overhead a plane in the sky.  Sounds like one of those twin-
engine planes.  Its humming calms me.  There’s also the distant sound of children playing in the school playground.  I feel 

comforted. 

This is the hardest letter I have ever had to write.  I am writing to say goodbye.  I am sorry that I am ending our time together 
this way.  I feel like a coward not saying this to your face.  I just hope you will understand and can forgive me.   It’s never easy 
to accept that things aren’t like they used to be.  I shall try to remember the happy times of laughing together, doing every-

thing together.  I’m sorry that I got it so wrong, so often.   

We both have to accept that we aren’t like we used to be.  No one’s fault. There are so many things I would do differently if I 

had the chance.  So many things I would say and wouldn’t say.  I think that you would probably feel the same.    

I need to pull myself together and stop feeling that I am the victim in this relationship.  But I feel angry with you for leaving me.  

‘How dare you go off in this way’ I scream out loud up to the sky, ‘How dare you…’ 

Time to go now.  I fold the letter and place it in an envelope with the rosemary.  It seemed important to include that.  They are 

nearly here now to take to me hand it in.  You won’t read it, but I want it to be with you. 

I am in a trance as I get into the car.  We’re at the church now.  Just a few of us.  No more allowed.  Goodbye my love.   

Competitions and Challenges 

CHALLENGE TROPHY 2021 

Finally we feel able to set a date for submission of your games.  All being well, later this month all restrictions will have been 
lifted, although understandably many of us will begin to conduct our lives with a degree of caution.  So……..clean those  

counters, dust the dice and submit your games to WI House by September 1st.  

CHALLENGE 2022 

Over the next couple of months we will be giving each WI a gift of £10.  The challenge is to have fun and increase your initial 
gift as much as you can.  Be creative!!!  There will be a time limit to complete this and at the end, you return the £10 and half 

of the funds you have raised…...your WI retains the other half!   

There will be a prize for the two WIs who have raised the most within the set time, one for groups of under 30 members and 

the other with 31 members and above.   

After the past 15 months, many WIs and the County Federation included, need to boost their funds.  This is the ideal         

opportunity to work together to do just that and perhaps reconnect with your WI and community too.  More details to follow.  
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Meeting Hall Information Form 

As we slowly return to physical meetings at our halls, we thought this would be a good opportunity to update our hall records.  

The Board of Trustees are regularly looking for suitable venues to hold events around the county. 

We would be grateful if someone from your WI could complete and return the form, which is enclosed with this month’s 

Newsletter, the form can then be returned to WI House by post or emailed to admin@ncfwi.org.uk. 

If you know of any other halls in your locality that may be available for use, please feel free to complete a form for those too.  

All forms should returned by 30th September. 

Z O O M EVENT S  
Email events@ncfwi.org.uk to reserve a place and receive your Zoom invitation. 
 

MODERN DAY SLAVERY - Monday 28 June 2.00 p.m.    Free Zoom Event 

We invite you all to join this FREE event which is looking at the resolution passed last year, Stop Modern Day Slavery.   
 

This is a subject of which we all need to be made more aware, both for our own safety and that of others and we are         
fortunate to have an expert speaker, one of our own members, Nicky Vaughan, to inform us. 
BOOK NOW. 
 

Zoom invitations will be sent out on Thursday 24 June. 

 

TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS WITH A MOBILE PHONE  Friday 2 July  2.00 p.m.    Members only £5.00 

Trevor Jordan is an enthusiastic phone photographer.  During this session he will introduce himself through his own          
photographic history; talk about the value and usefulness of mobile phone photography; suggest the range of photos which 
can be taken (and hint at those which perhaps cannot); talk about camera settings, composition and content; and about post-

processing with examples.  He will finish up by taking your questions.   

Zoom invitations will be sent out on Tuesday 29 June. 

 

SPEAKERS SELECTION EVENING – Thursday 8 July 7.00 p.m.  Members only - FREE  

The next of our ever-popular speakers’ selection evening will again be held on Zoom.  As before, tickets will be allocated for 
one per WI.  A link to the event will be sent out once places have been allocated.  Whilst only one ticket will be issued to a 

WI, members should, by then, be able to sit together in each other’s homes.   

Zoom invitations will be sent out on Monday 5 July. 

F O RT HCO MI NG  EVENT S  
Please Note: 

By booking a place for any event organised by NCFWI you agree to receive an email which we may send prior to the event 

date, providing you with (1) information about your event and (2) certain information relevant to payment for your booking. 

Application forms are enclosed for Sudeley Castle and Afternoon Tea at Barnwell.  These should be returned by your       
secretary, either by post to WI House or email to events@ncfwi.org.uk.  Payment should not be sent with the form.            
An invoice will be emailed to your secretary and payment should be made by your treasurer within 7 days of receipt. 
 

By making a reservation for any event with NCFWI you enter into a direct (legally binding) contract relationship with 
NCFWI. Failure to pay for any event booked may result in action by NCFWI to recover the money and/or refusal to attend any 
future events. 

mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
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EXCURSIONS and HOLIDAYS  

 

OLYMPIC PARK, LONDON  -  Wednesday 14 July 2021                  

Sadly an insufficient number of members have registered their interest in this trip so it has had to be cancelled.  

 

SUDELEY CASTLE and GARDENS  -  Tuesday 17 August 2021  Coach - Members £22  Non-members £25      

Entry £14 payable on the day   Free to Members of the Historic Houses Association (membership card to be shown) 

We do hope that you have this date firmly in your diaries – what a treat it will be to have a day out with other WI members 

again.  We have an excellent venue arranged – a wonderful chance to see this famous castle with its many historical links, 

set in the heart of the Cotswolds.  There are several different gardens to see and locally 

sourced food in the castle kitchen.  What could be more pleasant on a Summer’s day?   

Application forms with your secretary this month, to be returned by post to WI House or email 

to events@ncfwi.org.uk by 30 June (Ticket Allocation Date).  Please do not send payment 

with the application form.  An invoice will be sent to your WI in due course. 

 

GRIMSTHORPE CASTLE, LINCS  -  Monday 20 September 2021 

Holding a remarkable collection of art and furnishings, Grimsthorpe Castle is part Tudor and 
part the final Baroque masterpiece of Sir John Vanburgh, architect of Blenheim Palace.  It is 

surrounded on three sides by gardens, ornamental pools and a rose parterre. 

Please register your interest as soon as possible by emailing events@ncfwi.org.uk , so 

that the viability of this visit can be assessed.  No payment is required at this stage. 

 
 

THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM, STAFFORDSHIRE  Saturday 16 October 2021 

Coach Only - Members £20  Non-members £23 

There are almost 400 memorials on the site including the Millennium Chapel, Armed Forces 

Memorial and individual group memorials, statues, plaques, notices and more.  You will be 

able to walk at your leisure or take the hop-on, hop-off train (£6 on the day) to visit as many 

memorials as you wish.  There are refreshments available at the restaurant or coffee shop. 

There is seating inside and outside and around the site where picnics are allowed.  All visitors will have to comply with the 

current government guidelines, which include those with mobile phones using the NHS COVID-19 App on arrival.  If you don’t 

have a mobile phone or don’t want it on your phone, then your full details will be required by the venue and the wearing of a 

mask in all indoor areas is obligatory.                  

There is no charge for entry to the Arboretum but donations will be very gratefully received.  We look forward to seeing you all 

and meeting up again.                  

Please register your interest as soon as possible by emailing events@ncfwi.org.uk , so that the viability of this visit can 

be assessed.  No payment is required at this stage.  Application Form with your secretary next month. 

 

FOUR DAY STAY IN CARDIFF including visits to SS Great Britain, Bath and the Royal Mint 

Sunday 20 – Wednesday 23 March 2022 

Get your 2022 diaries out and note the above dates for another splendid holiday organised by Lisa, Avalon tours.  In addition 
to the visits to Bath, Bristol and the Royal Mint she is planning a guided tour (on the coach) of Cardiff Bay, a back-stage tour 
of the Millennium Centre and visits to St Fergus open air museum, the Norwegian Church and to the Welsh Industrial and 
Maritime Museum.                      

Much more information and detail in your September newsletter. 

 CANCELLED 

  NEW 

  NEW 



7  

 

AFTERNOON TEA AT BARNWELL - Thursday 16 September 2021  2 p.m. - 4 p.m.  Members Only £12  

We are very fortunate that Ian Addis is still available to be our speaker for the afternoon, talking about Wicksteed Park and its 
founder, Charles Wicksteed, in this its centenary year.  This event has been subject to many changes of date but the objective 

remains the same: to meet together, enjoy a delicious tea and learn something about our beautiful county.  

Apply via your Secretary who has the booking form this month.  Please do not send payment with the application 

form, an invoice will be issued to your WI.  Ticket allocation date Tuesday 24 August. 

 

MOSAICS WORKSHOP with ANNA CONTI  -  Saturday 2 October 2021 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.             
WI House    Members £60.00   Non-members £65.00 

Advance warning - yes, a workshop at WI House!  Come and join Anna Conti, who was a popular tutor at Denman, for this 

workshop and make a stained-glass mosaic mirror.  More information will be in the next newsletter. 

 

LITERARY LUNCH with SIMON MICHAEL at the MARRIOTT HOTEL  -  Friday 12 November 2021 

A date for your diary.  The speaker and hotel are booked for a literary lunch on 12 November.  More information to follow. 

 

CYBER CRIME and ONLINE SAFETY 

Plans are currently being put together for a presentation, in person, by a Digital Media Co-ordinator from Northamptonshire 

Police, together with the Online Safety Officer for West Northamptonshire Council. 

We recognise this could be a very popular event so please keep an eye out for further information including a date, location 

and costs. 

 

GOOD NEWS!   WI House Coffee Mornings – Friday 30 July 10.30 a.m. - 12 md 

                        Friday 20 August 10.30 a.m. - 12 md 

                                                                 Saturday 11 September 10.30 a.m. - 12 md 

We are pleased to announce that Coffee mornings at WI house are back!  

It will be lovely to see members and friends reconnecting after the last difficult 12 months.  Please come along and enjoy a 
lovely social morning whilst supporting your Federation.  There will be a raffle and it will also be an ideal opportunity for you to 

stock up on gifts and cards. 

   Entrance on the day £3.00 to include a hot drink and slice of cake.  

    We look forward to welcoming you back to WI House. 

 

TREASURERS FINANCIAL STATEMENT WORKSHOP  -  Wednesday 21 July 2021              

WI House 3 - 5 p.m. or 7 - 9 p.m.    Members Only    £5.00  

Whilst this workshop is aimed particularly at those Treasurers who do their accounts using the accounts book, it will also    
benefit those of you who complete your WI accounts online.  Helpful tips will be shared by the Federation Treasurer and   
members from the Membership & Training Sub-Committee, to give you confidence you have all your financial year-end      

paperwork in order ready for your Independent Financial Examiner. 

WIs pay for their Treasurer and/or Assistant Treasurer to attend.  Come along and learn about Acting as Agent to Year-End 

jobs to be done to ensure your year-end runs smoothly.   

Application form was with your Secretary last month.  Ticket allocation date Monday 7 June 2021.  

             OTHER EVENTS 
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ART, SPORTS & LEISURE  Heather Smith (Towcester Evening WI)   hmsmith47@btinternet.com 
 

By the time you read this I hope you’ve been able to enjoy a bit more freedom and caught up with some friends and family.    
I hope some of you will be joining us for the photography workshop on 2nd July.  Most of us now have a smartphone and use 

them as a camera, but are we perhaps missing a trick, or two?   

As you will see in this newsletter we are promoting in-person events for later in the year.  After 15 months of Zoom, these 

events will be quite refreshing.  

 

CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS  Jean Bates (HelmdonWI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

I am sure you will remember how we have campaigned for fairer milk prices for our farmers, for the Red Tractor Scheme on 

food stuffs and against food waste.  You may therefore like to look at the website https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/  as 

there is a campaign to have such a scheme in West Northants.  If you live in this area, or are interested in this work, and we 

all need to eat, then please look it up, and maybe some of you would like to work together on this issue.  Please keep me 

informed.  Good luck! 

See in this edition a FREE Zoom event on Monday 28 June at 2 pm to learn more about Modern Day Slavery, the resolution 
passed in 2020.  Are our resolutions important to you?  If so, perhaps you would consider becoming our Resolutions Officer.  
See page 3 for more information or contact me if you would like to find out more about this vital role. 
Thank you,  
Jean 

 

ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN OF THE WORLD (ACWW) 
Jean Bates (Helmdon WI)   robertbates115@btinternet.com 
 

Thanks go this month to those of you who have continued to make donations, both as Pennies for Friendship, and for       
recycling for charity.  Unwanted and broken jewellery, used stamps and stamp collections, old cameras and phones, foreign 
currency are all items that we can change into funds for ACWW. 
As with other charities ACWW has been badly affected by the pandemic.  If you can make a donation for the work with    
women and children to continue, I know how much it is appreciated.  Please look at the website https://www.acww.org.uk and 
see all about the donations appeal, also find out more about projects, resolutions and work with the UN.  You can also     
subscribe for the ACWW newsletter, so please give it a go. 
Thank you, 
Jean. 

SUB-COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND TRAINING  Anne Seckington (Brackley WI)     anne.seckington@gmail.com            

WI Advisers have enjoyed “visiting” via Zoom quite a few WIs in May to help lead the discussions on this year’s resolution.  
For those of you attending the virtual NFWI Annual Meeting on 8 June, either as a Delegate or as an Observer, I am sure you 
will have an inspiring and interesting day with some excellent speakers.  Please ensure your WI votes on the Resolution –    
A call to increase awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian cancer.  Resolution votes need to be with your Link Delegate by 1 

July.  There will be a recording of the resolution debate at the Annual Meeting made available online after the 8 June event. 

MCS Reps hopefully have now checked and updated details following receipt of member’s subscriptions. 

It will soon be time to try and encourage members to join your committees.  Members this is a great way to help shape your 
WI for the future with fresh ideas and enthusiasm.   If you would like a WI Adviser to attend your Annual Meeting in October 

email Jackie at WI House admin@ncfwi.org.uk as soon as possible please.  

 

 WI Adviser for June:    Margaret Foster  01933 650694      margaret.foster984@gmail.com  

mailto:hmsmith47@btinternet.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.seckington@gmail.com
mailto:admin@ncfwi.org.uk
mailto:margaret.foster984@gmail.com
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CLIMATE AMBASSADORS   Lou Stockwin and Sharon Henley (Stowe Nine Churches WI)  

       Carol Blake (Towcester Evening WI),               ncfwiclimateambassadors@gmail.com 
 

Following on from last month’s tips on how to protect and grow green spaces for pollinators and increase biodiversity in the 

garden, we thought members might find the following information useful.  Stowe Nine Churches has two churches and both 

churchyards are managed for wildlife, creating an interesting and diverse range of habitats. 

In Northamptonshire, the BCN Wildlife Trust runs a Conservation Churchyard Award scheme to encourage individuals and 

communities to develop churchyards in a way that benefits wildlife and the people that visit them.  Just like gardens, this can 

be achieved by including a few simple wildlife friendly features such as:  

• adding bird boxes and bug hotels (children love bug hotels)  

• planting shrubs that provide winter food for wildlife such as rose hips and hollies  

• including a herb bed with plants such as marjoram and thyme which are loved by butterflies and bees  

• planting bulbs (don’t forget to place your order via your WI secretary, see Bulbs, Bulbs, Bulbs article below!).  

For those with space and time, churchyards can also be the perfect place to create a 

meadow.  As part of its scheme, which is free, the Trust will send an adviser to meet 

with you and share ideas about wildlife in your churchyard and you have access to 

ongoing advice throughout the year.                 

There is more information about the scheme at:           

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/advice-landowners/churchyards  

Or contact BCN Wildlife Trust adviser, Lisa Rowley, Lisa.Rowley@wildlifebcn.org  

 

DENMAN COLLEGE  Christine Farmer (Preston Capes WI)  christinefarmer26@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Some of you may have spotted the notice a couple of weeks ago in some of the National newspapers about Denman college 
and the charity commission.  The article is reproduced below.  It is the only news we have, as far as I am aware, and to date it 
is not on the market yet, but I fear inevitable. 
 

“The Charity Commission proposes to make a Scheme (a legal document) for this charity.  The Scheme will amend the      

objects of the charity and provide a power of sale.  A copy of the Scheme can be seen at              

www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-work/how-to-comment-on-a-scheme/schemes-and-orders/.            

Comments or representations on these proposals can be made to the Commission within one month from 4 th May 2021 by 

completing the form on our website.  Please quote reference C-001876” 
 

Denman at Home courses continue online.  Go to https://www.denman.org.uk/whats-on/.  June’s programme includes: 

• Astronomy - A Partial Eclipse of the Sun (talk on 2nd June, eclipse happening on 10th June) 

• Armchair Travel to Iceland 

• Make do and Mend with Claire Salmon 

 

BULBS, BULBS, BULBS 

I was hoping to show you a photograph of my lovely tulips from the Walkers catalogue but they’re looking a little battered at 
the moment!  However, you can have the joy of them yourself by ordering from the current catalogue which you all should 
have received.  Please get your order to your WI secretary by the end of the month, with money - we would like all orders in 
WI house by the beginning of June.  Don’t forget 20% of all sales come back to the Federation. 
 

BULB PLANTING TIPS 
DAFFODILS: Daffodils just like a free draining situation in partial shade and not near to a south facing wall as the soil would 
get too hot.  Plant twice the depth of the bulb and if planting in the autumn - soak the bulbs for 12 hours in warm water before 
planting and then they will start growing immediately. 

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/advice-landowners/churchyards
mailto:Lisa.Rowley@wildlifebcn.org
mailto:robertbates115@btinternet.com
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/our-regulatory-work/how-to-comment-on-a-scheme/schemes-and-orders/
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                          Spotlight on …….. 

…...Glapthorn WI  

In September Glapthorn WI turned to Zoom and has enjoyed a hugely diverse range of speakers including 
Jane Isaacs on crime fiction, Leila Khasal hosting a Christmas paper decoration workshop, Tim Mulroy talking about the     
British Schindler, Sally Mabey telling of her daughter’s Turkish Wedding, Mike and the Peterborough Morris Men on the history 
of Morris Dancing, plus a little tuition, Sarah Slater with 'Sex, Secrets, Scandal and Salacious Gossip of the Royal Court, 1660 

to 1830', and last but not least, Jo Moseley on her midlife adventure, paddle boarding across country!   

Members submit a wide range of articles from farming to gardening, for the popular fortnightly newsletter.  The Knit and Natter 

group Zooms regularly and a Book Club has been started.   

At Christmas a Cocktail party was held with recipes being sent out in advance to make and enjoy together.  There was also a 

raffle for a beautiful table decoration, drawn by their very own ‘George Clooney’ as Mr (“Lois”) Cooper describes himself!     

For Easter a ‘Decorate an Egg’ meeting was held with wine, nibbles and a raffle for a spring planter.  

Now that restrictions are being eased slightly, thoughts are turning to what can be done, particularly with an improvement in 
the weather!  Last summer saw outdoor afternoon tea parties, limited to 6, and hopefully these can be repeated this summer.  
Also, committee meetings may be held outside again, as last summer,        

although the later ones revealed attendees to be well wrapped up! 

Other Zoom courses and sessions have been greatly enjoyed as well.      
President, Lois Cooper, says “May I, personally, thank the Federation and 
Denman for setting up talks and courses.  I have enjoyed all the ones I have 
attended, and have spent time trying out new skills and picking up ones that 
have lapsed.  My grandsons’ dinosaur cushions have been very much        

admired by relations.  My family order book is full!” 

 
 

…..and Silverstone WI 

The month of May has seen the latest chapter in the long history of community works by Silverstone WI who have been    
looking after the War Memorial Garden since 1973.  For the WI’s 80th birthday in 2012, an Oak tree was planted in one of the 

Pocket Parks. 

Adding to this, a tree, ‘Malus, Directeur Moerland’, was selected on a socially distanced visit to Nicholson’s Plant and Tree 
Nurseries (highly recommended by our local Gardening Club).  The tree uses money which was kindly donated to Silverstone 

WI through Croft Stores Community fund and topped up by a generous donation from WI member, Judith Paybody.   

A working party of WI friends planted the tree near the bench, which was installed earlier this year on a little-used piece of land 
on the footpath/cycleway to the local Primary School.  The Parish Council arranged for the tidying of the land and positioning 
of the ‘Silson Snake’ through the village handyman.  Wildflower ‘bombs’ and poppy seeds (which are growing really well) have 
been scattered by a member along the base of the wall.  The tree was chosen for its ‘all year round’ interest and looks         

particularly stunning at the moment with its deep garnet foliage and stunning burgundy 
flowers.  In the Autumn there will be a crop of crab apples which will be of benefit to the 

bird population.   

The day chosen was particularly wild and windy with rain holding up proceedings but  

everyone battled through and the sun finally shone on their efforts. 

This project was a real community effort – funding being provided by the village’s only 
shop; input by local schoolchildren; the nearby timber yard (Linnell’s) providing tree   
supports; the Parish Council and School facilitating the use of the land and the         

generosity, spirit and effort of WI members to make it all happen. 
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Eleven members of Brigstock WI walked the footpaths and woods of Brigstock in support of Cransley Hospice in Kettering. 
They walked a magnificent 680 miles and raised £470 from sponsorship and donations.  Well done to them all!  Brigstock is 

surrounded by lots of bluebell walks, see cover photo. 

 
Hunsbury Hill WI’s April Members Night proved to be a wonderful example of how a single Mum, after her children had 

“flown the nest”, discovered herself by sheer courage and dogged determination. Lindsey 
Barrell’s story of how Burlesque and she found each other is fascinating, enthralling and 
very funny. Lindsey captivated her audience with her interesting talk and then taught a few 
burlesque steps and movements that got members swaying and jiggling in their kitchens 
and living rooms!  A fun evening, highly recommended.  Of course this was all on zoom,   
“If we could have had Lindsey and her troop of Burlesque dancers with us in the flesh (so 

to speak) it would have been truly unforgettable,” said member, Shirley Corke.   

 

 

Following the recent Speakers Evening, Roade WI held their May meeting in the company of Gemma Colby from “The   

Copper Kettle”.  Gemma gave a very interesting and lively talk on a Short History of Afternoon Tea.  Who knew this social    
gathering started nearby at Woburn Abbey?  She tempted everyone with photos of different cakes and goodies served at   

London hotels and some made by herself for her thriving business now based in Roade.  

Also, member, Lesley Armstrong, visited the RNLI at Aldeburgh in Suffolk whilst on holiday, and delivered sheets and towels       
donated by Roade WI members.  They were very gratefully received and Lesley was told that Northamptonshire was the best 

county for donations! 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Out and About     

Towcester Evening WI President, Sue Hamilton, 

was awarded Citizen of the Year by Towcester Town 
Mayor.  Sue points out that all her WI’s projects have 
been a Team effort - all TEWI members have been 

good citizens!  Congratulations! 

 

Irchester WI members celebrated lockdown    

easing with a lovely walk in Irchester Country Park. 
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 BUDGET 2021—2022 

Charitable Activities Income     

      

Donations  Inc. Restricted Funds 1,000   

Investment Income 40   

National Literature & Stationery 1,200   

County sales items 2,000   

Newsletters 0   

Year Books/Speakers Lists 500   

Fundraising/National Draw 500   

Other Sales 200   

WI Events 15,000   

Federation AGM 0   

Affiliation Fees 30,900   

National AM 0   

Other income 2,000   

Insurance 1,000   

Room Hire/Photocopying 100   

NCFWI Pooling of fares/AGM Cont 0   

    54,440 

Acting as Agent Income     

National Affliliation Fees 36,300   

    90,740 

Expenditure on Charitable Activities     

      

National Literature & Stationery 1,000   

County sales items 1,000   

Newsletters 0   

WI Events 10,000   

Federation AGM 0   

Restricted Fund Payments 2,000   

Pooling of Fares 0   

National AM 0   

        

Employment Costs 35,000   

Premises expenses 5,000   

Insurance 2,600   

General admin expenses 6,000   

Depreciation 800   

Governance     

Trustee & Committee expenses 3,000   

Independent examination 2,000   

      

    68,400 

Acting as Agent Expenditure     

National Affiliation Fees 36,300   

    104,700 

    -13,960 


